GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 5:3

Alleluia, alleluia!

Happy the poor in spirit;

the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mk 12:38-44
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Mark.

This poor widow has put in more than all who
contributed.

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the
scribes who like to walk about in long robes, to
be greeted obsequiously in the market squares,
to take the front seats in the synagogues and
the places of honour at banquets; these are
the men who swallow the property of widows,
while making a show of lengthy prayers. The
more severe will be the sentence they receive.’

He sat down opposite the treasury and
watched the people putting money into the
treasury, and many of the rich put in a great
deal. A poor widow came and put in two small
coins, the equivalent of a penny. Then he
called his disciples and said to them, ‘I tell you
solemnly, this poor widow has put more in than
all who have contributed to the treasury; for
they have all put in money they had over, but
she from the little she had has put in everything
she possessed, all she had to live on.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Reflections
Gospe

Jesus’ comment upon the action of the widow
in today’s Gospel can be understood in two
ways. We can see him pointing to the widow’s
action as an extreme example of generosity and
trust in God. It is not the amount contributed
that counts before God but the trust and
self-giving it represents. While some give just
what they have left over after making good
allowance for their comfort, the widow gives
everything. She becomes an example of faith
to admire and possibly to emulate, according
to our circumstance and calling.

The alternative is to see Jesus deploring rather
than commending what is happening here.
In the preceding scene Jesus has denounced
the scribes for taking the places of honour at
banquets (where they will be well fed), while
‘swallowing the property of widows’. In the
scene immediately following he foretells the
destruction of the Temple to whose treasury
the widow has contributed. This wider context
suggests that Jesus interprets the widow's act as
an instance where religious law, as interpreted
by the scribes, induces ‘little ones’, such as
her, to contribute to the treasury far more
than they can afford. The scene then becomes
a warning against the way in which religion,
falsely interpreted and promoted, can oppress
rather than liberate the poor and vulnerable,
for whose cause and whose life Christ shed his
blood on the cross.

We do not necessarily have to choose between
these two interpretations; both are wvalid
and valuable. We can admire the widow’s
generosity and faith while remaining critical
of the abuse of religion that drove her to it.

Brendan Byrne, SJ

FIRST READING

A reading from the first book of the Kings
The widow made a little scone from her flour and
brought it to Elijah.

Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And when
he reached the city gate, there was a widow
gathering sticks; addressing her he said, ‘Please
bring a little water in a vessel for me to drink.’
She was setting off to bring it when he called

after her. ‘Please’ he said, ‘bring me a scrap of |

bread in your hand.” ‘As the Lord your God

lives,” she replied, ‘1 have no baked bread, but s

only a handful of meal in a jar and a littie oil
in a jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go
and prepare this for myself and my son to eat,
and then we shall die.” But Elijah said to her,
‘Do not be afraid, go and do as you have said;
but first make a little scone of it for me and
bring it to me, and then make some for yourself
and for your son. For thus the Lord speaks, the
God of Israel:

“Jar of meal shall not be spent,
jug of oil shall not be emptied,
before the day when the Lord sends
rain on the face of the earth.””’

The woman went and did as Elijah told her
and they ate the food, she, himself and her son.
The jar of meal was not spent nor the jug of oil
emptied, just as the Lord had foretold through
Elijah.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!
I. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, /
who is just to those who are oppressed. / It is
he who gives bread to the hungry, / the Lord,
who sets prisoners free. R.

Ps 145:7-10. R. v. 2

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, /
who raises up those who are bowed down. / It
is the Lord who loves the just, / the Lord, who
protects the stranger. R.

1 Kings 17:10-16 |

3. The Lord upholds the widow and orphan /
but thwarts the path of the wicked. / The Lord
will reign for ever, / Zion’s God, from age to
age. R.

SECOND READING Heb 9:24-28
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
Christ offered himself only once to take the faults of
many on himself.

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-
made sanctuary which was only modelled on
the real one; but it was heaven itself, so that
he could appear in the actual presence of God
on our behalf. And he does not have to offer
himself again and again, like the high priest
going into the sanctuary year after year with
the blood that is not his own, or else he would
have had to suffer over and over again since the
world began. Instead of that, he has made his
appearance once and for all, now at the end of
the last age, to do away with sin by sacrificing
himself. Since men only die once, and after that
comes judgment, so Christ, too, offers himself
only once to take the faults of many on himself,
and when he appears a second time, it will not
be to deal with sin but to reward with salvation
those who are waiting for him.

W The word of the Lord.
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Sun 11thNov @ 10am—Mario & Angela’s Café

Sat 17th Nov @ 5.30pm—8aptism Welcoming
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Thurs 15th Nov @ 7pm—Baptism Preparation in the P. Office

Sun 18th Nov @ 10am—SVDP Meeting in the Clifton Centre
Fri 23rd Nov @ 9.15am—S5t Clement’s feast Day School Mass {Grade 6)

Please note, Cecilia will be on study
leave from 1/11/18-28/02/19. in her
absence, please contact Franka Waters
On Tue & Fri from 9am—2pm for
pastoral matters.
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MASS TIMES, RECONCILIATION & OTHER SACRAMENTS

Mass Times: Sat 5:30pm (Vigil), Sun - 9am ,11am (italion) &

: 6pm [Maronite Community Mass)

Tues 9:15am (/talian), Wed-Sat 9:15am. Eucharistic Adoration: Tues-Fri 8-9am (in the Chapel)
Reconciliation: Sat 10am (and on request). Marian Devotions: Sat 8.40am.

2018 Rerum Novarum QOration

Widening the Door of Hope (A response to the Victorian
Assisted Dying Legislation

Tue 20th November 2018

At 7.00pm (with light refreshments)

Location : Mercy Theatre, Australian Catholic University
115 Victoria Parade Fitzroy

Please register your interest for 2019. The fee to cover
all administrative and resource cost is $200 per
sacrament per child. Fees payable on enrolment
through the Parish Office. Enrolment forms can be
downloaded from the website or collected from the

Parish Office.

Confirmation classes commence on Tue 12th Feb 2019

Baptisms: Welcoming (3rd weekend) & Baptism (4th weekend) every month. Weddings: By Appointment.

RSVP/Inquiries : justice@cam.org.au or 9926 5727.

Last enrolment date : 5th Feb 2019

Recently Deceased : Clement Noirette, Elvira Ficorilli (italy)

Death Anniversaries : Roberto Notari, Silvano Notari, Mario Notari, Renata Notari, Francesco Notari, Nicola Nicolazzo,
Nazzareno Mascitti, Eraldo Erle, Luigi, Grazziella & Santino Alleruzzo, Domenico & Maria Paolilli, Giuseppe & Daniele
Paolilli, Angelo De Losa, Maria De Losa, Antonio Pignataro, Matteo Battista, Patrick Belleville, Michele Castriotta,
Michele Soccio, Maria Soccio, Angelo Soccio, Anna & Raffaele Soccio, Piero Poli
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.

May they rest in peace. Amen

Reconciliation classes commence on Tue 21st May 2019
Last enrolment date : 14th May 2019

Lourdes Day Mass 2018
Will be celebrated at St Patrick’s Cathedral on Sat 1st

December 2018 at 10.30am. This is an occasion to come
together in prayer with those who are sick, infirm or
elderly, and their carers. As many are unlikely to ever visit
Lourdes, in a sense, it’s like Lourdes coming to them.

Eucharist classes commence on Tue 6th Aug 2019
Last enrolment date : 30th July 2019
All classes : 4.30pm—>5.30pm in the Parish Office.



